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Couple’s
rescuers
honored

W Bosworths were
stranded for 4 days.

By Christine Steele
Sun-News Bureau Chief

SILVER CITY — In an emo-
tional ceremony Friday that
saw a lot of smiles, as well as a
few tears of joy, the New Mex-
ico Army National Guard hon-
ored members of the Grant
County Search and Rescue
Team, along with local ranch-
er Dusty Hunt, for rescuing a
couple lost in a canyon,

See RESCUE, page 6A
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Local rancher Dusty Hunt accepts an outstanding serv-
ice medal award Friday from John Fishburne, facility com-
mander of the New Mexico Army National Guard in San-
ta Fe. Hunt helped locate Tom and Linda Bosworth, a lo-
cal couple, who were stranded and lost in the Saddle
Rock Canyon area for several days without food or water.
Behind them are National Guard Chief Warrant Officer 2
Shawn Cobb and National Guard Medic Ron Benavidez,
who both helped rescue the couple.
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Tom and Linda Bosworth
were stranded for nearly
four days without food or
water in the Saddle Rock
Canyon area after their
Jeep flipped over while
they were exploring the
area.

Two National Guards-
man who helped rescue the
couple, Flight Medic Ron
Benavidez and Chief War-
rant Officer 2 Shawn Cobb,
were on hand, as were Na-
tional Guard Maj. Gen.
Kenny Montoya; Guards-
man John Fishburne, com-
mander of the National
Guard facility in Santa Fe;
Hunt; and members of the
Grant County Search and
Rescue team who helped
find the couple, along with
many of the Bosworths’
friends and neighbors.

Crew Chief Ryan Hay-
worth and pilot David Bur-

“It is so deserved. We are thrilled to
have met the people who rescued us.
We couldn’t be more grateful.”

Linda Bosworth

Rescued in Saddle Rock Canyon area
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rell, the two other National
Guardsman who helped
rescue the couple, were not
able to make the trip to Sil-
ver City to attend the cere-
mony.

Tears of gratitude and a
belief in miracles — of both
the divine and human kind
— were the sentiments ex-
pressed by a very grateful
Tom and Linda Bosworth
to all who contributed in
the search that saved their
lives. The Bosworths were
near death when they were
found and had to be airlift-
ed to a Tucson hospital for
treatment. 4

Hunt, who is not a mem-
ber of the Grant.County

Search and Rescue team
but owns the grazing rights
for ‘the land where the
Bosworths were first
stranded and lost, helped

articipate in the search on
is own. f

It was truly a grassroots
effort that helped find the
couple, said Linda
Bosworth, starting with
friends and family mem-
bers from afar frantically
calling local agencies, and
ending with Hunt hiking up
an arroyo in his white cow-
boy hat; Grant County
Search and Rescue mem-
bers spread out through the
remote, rugged terrain
searching for them; and a

National Guard Blackhawk
helicopter whupping down
from above.

Both Hunt and the Grant
County Search and Rescue
Team were honored by the
National Guard for their
service and participation in
the rescue.

Hunt received an Out-
standing Service Medal by
the National Guard for his
contribution.

“It's an honor,” he said, a
man of few words. “I had
the opportunity to help,
and to be recognized is just
terrific.”

“It is so deserved,” Linda
Bosworth said of the cere-
mony to honor everyone
who helped find them. “We
are thrilled to have met the
people who rescued us. We
couldn’t be more grateful.”

The Sun-News will run
an in-depth follow-up story
on the Bosworths harrow-
ing ordeal next week.

Christine Steele can be
reached at csteele@scsun-
news.com; (575) 538-
5893, ext. 5802,
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